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Tue GRASS Is SINGING

Thg Doris LESSING

Grass
Is3inging The Nobel Prize-winner Doris Lessing’s first novel is a taut and tragic
portrayal of a crumbling marriage, set in South Africa during the years of

apartheid.

Set in Rhodesia, The Grass |s Singing tells the story of Dick Turner, a failed

white farmer and his wife, Mary, a town girl who hates the bush and
viciously abuses the black South Africans who work on their farm. But after

many years, trapped by poverty, sapped by the heat of their tiny house, the

understanding.

A masterpiece of realism, The Grass Is Singing is a superb evocation of
Africa’s majestic beauty, an intense psychological portrait of lives in
confusion and, most of all, a fearless exploration of the ideology of white
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Il lonely and frightened Mary turns to Moses, the black cook, for kindness and
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Mrs DALLOWAY

VIRGINIA WooOLF

preoccupied with the last-minute details of a party she is to give that
evening. As she readies her house she is flooded with memories and re-

examines the choices she has made over the course of her life.
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| In this vivid portrait of one day in a woman's life, Clarissa Dalloway is
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Tue BeLL JAR
SYLVIiA PLATH
‘I was supposed to be having the time of my life.’

When Esther Greenwood wins an internship on a New York fashion

magazine in 1953, she is elated, believing she will finally realise her dream to

manuscripts, Esther's life begins to slide out of control. She finds herself

spiralling into serious depression as she grapples with difficult relationships

and a society which refuses to take her aspirations seriously.
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become a writer. But in between the cocktail parties and piles of |
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The Bell Jar, Sylvia Plath's only novel, was originally published in 1963 under |

|
the pseudonym Victoria Lucas. The novel is partially based on Plath's own :

|
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|
,' life and descent into mental illness, and has become a modern classic.
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JouN WiLLIAMS

William Stoner enters the University of Missouri at nineteen to study

agriculture. A seminar on English literature changes his life, and he never

the wrong woman. His life is quiet, and after his death, his colleagues

remember him rarely.

Yet with truthfulness, compassion and intense power, this novel uncovers a
story of universal value — of the conflicts, defeats and victories of the human
race that pass unrecorded by history — and in doing so reclaims the
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returns to work on his father's farm. Stoner becomes a teacher. He marries (
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significance of an individual life. {
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MooN TIGER
PeNeLope LiveLy

Winner of the Booker Prize, Penelope Lively's Moon Tiger is the tale of a

historian confronting her own, personal history, unearthing the passions

Penelope
Lively
Moon Tiger

and pains that have defined her life.

Claudia Hampton, a beautiful, famous writer, lies dying in hospital. But, as

the nurses tend to her with quiet condescension, she is plotting her
greatest work: ‘a history of the world... and in the process, my own’
Gradually she re-creates the rich mosaic of her life and times, conjuring up
those she has known. There is Gordon, her adored brother; Jasper, the
charming, untrustworthy lover and father of Lisa, her cool, conventional

daughter; and Tom, her one great love, both found and lost in wartime

T — ——— e — e —

Egypt. Penelope Lively's Booker Prize-winning novel weaves an exquisite
mesh of memories, flashbacks and shifting voices, in a haunting story of loss

and desire.
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Penelope Lively
The
PURPLE
SWAMP HEN

THe PurpLe SwAMP HEN AND O THER STORIES
PeNeLope LiveLy

A dream house that is hiding something sinister; two women having lunch
who share a husband; an old woman doing her weekly supermarket shop

with a secret past that no one could guess; a couple who don't know each

other at all even after fifteen years together; and, in the story from which
this collection takes its name, a bird and a servant girl in ancient Pompeii

who cannot converse, but share a perfect understanding.

In this new and varied collection of short stories, Penelope Lively shows

that she remains a master of her craft, and one of our finest English writers.

GENERAL FICTION
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Tue PriMe oF Miss |eAN Bropic

MuRrieL SPARK

Romantic, heroic, comic and tragic, unconventional schoolmistress fean )

Brodie has become an iconic figure in post-war fiction. Her glamour, /

Muriel Spark
he Prime

of Miss

Jean Brodie

unconventional ideas and manipulative charm hold dangerous sway over her

the Brodie 'set!, introduced to a privileged world of adult games that they
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girls at the Marcia Blaine Academy — 'the créme de la créme' — who become ,'
|
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will never forget. :
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O'FARRELL

JUNDAY

THe VANISHING AcT ofF EsMc LENNOX

Macacic O FARRELL

Edinburgh in the 1930s. The Lennox family is having trouble with its

. J
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youngest daughter. Esme is outspoken, unconventional, and repeatedly

embarrasses them in polite society. Something will have to be done.

Years later, a young woman named Iris Lockhart receives a letter informing

her that she has a great-aunt in a psychiatric unit who is about to be

Iris has never heard of Esme Lennox and the one person who should know
more, her grandmother Kitty, seems unable to answer Iris's questions.
What could Esme have done to warrant a lifetime in an institution? And
how is it possible for a person to be so completely erased from a family's
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history? ,’
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ORrRANGES ARE NOT THE ONLY FruIT
JeANETTE WINTERSON

'Like most people | lived for a long time with my mother and father. My
father liked to watch the wrestling, my mother liked to wrestle; it didn't

matter what.'

This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one
of God's elect. Zealous and passionate, she seems destined for a life as a

missionary, but then she falls for one of her converts.

At sixteen, Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home and her family,
for the young woman she loves. Innovative, punchy and tender, Oranges
Are Not the Only Fruit is a few days ride into the bizarre outposts of

religious excess and human obsession.

—— e e —_—_—— e —_—_— e e, —— e —— e ——

ORIENTAL TALES
MARGUERITE YOURCENAR

This collection includes: How Wand-fo was Saved, Marko's Smile, The Milk
of Death, The Last Love of Princess Genji, The Man Who Loved the
Nereids, Our Lady of the Swallows, Aphrodissia; the Widow, Kali
Beheaded, The End of Marko Kraljevic, The Sadness of Cornelius Berg, and
a Postscript by the Author.

From China to Japan, the Balkans to India, Oriental Tales addresses love,
conquest, betrayal, murder, religion, and passion in an eloquent and

exquisite telling.

GENERAL FICTION
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MURDOCH

THe BLACk PRINCE
Iris MurRDOCH

The Black Prince is both a remarkable thriller and a story about being in

love.

Bradley Pearson, narrator and hero, is an elderly writer with a 'block'.

Finding himself surrounded by predatory friends and relations — his ex-wife,

her delinquent brother, a younger, deplorably successful writer, Arnold
Baffin, Baffin's restless wife and engaging daughter — Bradley attempts to
escape. His failure to do so and its aftermath lead to a violent climax and a

most unexpected conclusion.

—_————— e —
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WIDE SARGASSO SEA
JeAN RuYS

Wide Sargasso Sea is fean Rhys's grand attempt to tell what she felt was the

story of Jane Eyre's ‘madwoman in the attic’, Bertha Rochester.

Born into the oppressive, colonialist society of early nineteenth century

who is drawn to her innocent beauty and sensuality. After their marriage,
however, disturbing rumours begin to circulate which poison her husband
against her. Caught between his demands and her own precarious sense of
belonging, Antoinette is inexorably driven towards madness, and her
husband into the arms of another novel's heroine. This classic study of
betrayal, a seminal work of postcolonial literature, is fean Rhys's brief,

beautiful masterpiece.
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Jamaica, white Creole heiress Antoinette Cosway meets a young Englishman :
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THe UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF BEING
MiLAN KUNDERA

A young woman is in love with a successful surgeon —a man torn between
his love for her and his incorrigible womanising. His mistress, a free-spirited

artist, lives her life as a series of betrayals — while her other lover stands to

lose everything because of his noble qualities.

events, and everything occurs but once, existence seems to lose its

substance and weight — and we feel 'the unbearable lightness of being'.

A masterpiece by one of the world's truly great writers, Milan
Kundera's The Unbearable Lightness of Being encompasses passion and
philosophy, infidelity and ideas, the Prague Spring and modern America,
political acts and private desires, comedy and tragedy — and illuminates all
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|’ In a world where lives are shaped by irrevocable choices and fortuitous
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I aspects of human existence.
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THE ReEMAINS OF THE DAY

KAzuo IsHIGURO

*l:l_ .wKaZ—u..-Qi
shiguro

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, the ageing butler of Darlington Hall,

and into his past...

A contemporary classicc The Remains of the Day is Kazuo Ishiguro's
beautiful and haunting evocation of life between the wars in a Great English
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: embarks on a leisurely holiday that will take him deep into the countryside ]
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| House, of lost causes and lost love. |
| |
| |

GENERAL FICTION




YEARS 12 & 13 SUGGESTIONS FOR READING

The
Lost Child of
Philomena Lee

THe LosT CHILD OF PuiLoOMENA LEE
MARTIN SIXSMITH

Based on a true story: when Philomena Lee fell pregnant as a teenager in
Ireland in 1952, she was sent to the convent of Roscrea, Co. Limerick, to

be looked after as a ‘fallen woman’ and at the age of three her baby was

whisked away and ‘sold’ to America for adoption. Coerced into signing a
document promising ‘Never to Seek to Know’ what the Church did with
him, she never saw him again. She would spend the next fifty years

searching for her son, unaware that he spent his life searching for her.

The Lost Child of Philomena Lee is the story of a mother and a son, whose
lives were blighted by the forces of hypocrisy on both sides of the Atlantic
and of the secrets they were forced to keep. A compelling narrative of
human love and loss, Martin Sixsmith's moving account is both

heartbreaking yet ultimately redemptive.

————— e\

THe SHADOW OF THE WIND
CARLOS Ruiz ZAFON

Barcelona, 1945: A city slowly heals from its war wounds, and Daniel, an
antiquarian book dealer's son who mourns the loss of his mother, finds
solace in a mysterious book entitled The Shadow of the Wind, by one Julian
Carax. But when he sets out to find the author's other works, he makes a
shocking discovery: someone has been systematically destroying every copy

of every book Carax has written. In fact, Daniel may have the last of

door into one of Barcelona's darkest secrets — an epic story of murder,

madness, and doomed love.
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Carax's books in existence. Soon Daniel's seemingly innocent quest opens a {
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Tue Go-BeTweEN
L P HArTLEY
"The past is a foreign country: they do things differently there.’'

When one long, hot summer, young Leo is staying with a school-friend at
Brandham Hall, he begins to act as a messenger between Ted, the farmer,
and Marian, the beautiful young woman up at the hall. He becomes drawn
deeper and deeper into their dangerous game of deceit and desire, until his
role brings him to a shocking and premature revelation. The haunting story
of a young boy's awakening into the secrets of the adult world, The Go-
Between is also an unforgettable evocation of the boundaries of Edwardian

society.

—_———— T —— e — — —_——— ———— —_———— —_——— e ——

RcvoLUuTIONARY ROAD

Revolutionary Road

RicHARD YATES

Hailed as a masterpiece from its first publication, Revolutionary Road is the
story of Frank and April Wheeler, a bright young couple who are bored by
the banalities of suburban life and Jlong to be extraordinary. With

heartbreaking compassion and clarity, Richard Yates shows how Frank and

April's decision to change their lives for the better leads to betrayal and

tragedy.

—_—— T — e —— T ——
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BURNING BRIGHT

JOUN STrINBECK

'A man can't scrap his bloodline, can't snip the thread of immortality." Such

is the strength of Joe Saul's desperate longing for a child, that he feels as if a

_ dark curse is upon him after three unfruitful years of marriage. Yet
0 e unbeknown to him, he is sterile. His beautiful, young, devoted wife loves
him so much that she secretly conceives the child of another man. But
when Joe discovers her deception, his anguish is greater than ever before...

A powerful, tragic and deeply moving tale.

r————-
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|

| EVERYTHING Is ILLUMINATED
|

JONATHAN SAFRAN ForLR

A young man arrives in the Ukraine, clutching in his hand a tattered
photograph. He is searching for the woman who fifty years ago saved his
grandfather from the Nazis. Unfortunately, he is aided in his quest by Alex,

a translator with an uncanny ability to mangle English into bizarre new

forms; a "blind" old man haunted by memories of the war; and an
undersexed guide dog named Sammy Davis Jr, Jr. What they are looking for
seems elusive — a truth hidden behind veils of time, language and the

horrors of war.

What they find turns all their worlds upside down...

GENERAL FICTION
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WINNER OF THE NOBEL PRIZE FOR LITERATURE 2003 r- —————————————————————————————————————————————
| OF THE 1 »o:n PRIZE l
- |
‘s J.M.Coetzee v 'l DisGcraceE
|
I )M Coetzee

DISERACE

Town, David Lurie, middle-aged and twice divorced, has an impulsive affair

with a student. The affair sours; he is denounced and summoned before a

o Sl R
t_xu:rm-ct m_n:nwu:nm-m’ g
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After years teaching Romantic poetry at the Technical University of Cape \I
|
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|

committee of inquiry. Willing to admit his guilt, but refusing to yield to

pressure to repent publicly, he resigns and retreats to his daughter Lucy's

For a time, his daughter’s influence and the natural rhythms of the farm
promise to harmonise his discordant life. But the balance of power in the
country is shifting. He and Lucy become victims of a savage and disturbing
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|
} isolated smallholding.
|
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\
} attack which brings into relief all the faultlines in their relationship.
|
|

IE NOBEL PRIZE FOR LITERATURE

W AITING FOR THE BARBARIANS

] M Coerzee

ignoring the impending war between the barbarians and the Empire, whose

|
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| |
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| \
\ |
| |
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| |
{ For decades the Magistrate has run the affairs of a tiny frontier settlement, ‘\
| |
| |
| . . . . . . [
I servant he is. But when the interrogation experts arrive, he is jolted into |
| |
,l sympathy with the victims and into a quixotic act of rebellion which lands 'I
{ him in prison, branded as an enemy of the state. Waiting for the Barbarians |
‘, is an allegory of oppressor and oppressed. Not just a man living through a
,I crisis of conscience in an obscure place in remote times, the Magistrate is
|
\

|
|
|
|
|
an analogue of all men living in complicity with regimes that ignore justice |
|
/ and decency. Il
|
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THe SecreT HisTORY

DoNNA TARTT

clever, eccentric misfits at an elite New England college discover a way of
thinking and living that is a world away from the humdrum existence of

their contemporaries. But when they go beyond the boundaries of normal

I
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Under the influence of their charismatic Classics professor, a group of "
\
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|
morality, their lives are changed profoundly and for ever. :

|

TAL
Gme/N(/f THue GOLDFINCH
DoNNA TARTT

Aged thirteen, Theo Decker, son of a devoted mother and a largely absent )

father, survives an accident that otherwise tears his life apart. Alone and

rudderless in New York, he is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend but
Downa TARTT
clings to the thing that most reminds him of her: a small, strangely

/
|
\
|
tormented by an unbearable longing for his mother. Down the years he ,'
|
|
|
captivating painting that ultimately draws him into the criminal underworld. II

|

1
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ATONEMENT
IAN McEwAN

On the hottest day of the summer of 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis

— — J e
[AN-MCEWAN the garden of their country house. Watching her too is Robbie Turner who,

like Cecilia, has recently come down from Cambridge. By the end of that

day, the lives of all three will have been changed for ever, as Briony commits
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sees her sister Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into the fountain in ”
\
|
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|
a crime for which she will spend the rest of her life trying to atone. :
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VINTAGE BYATT

——-1

PossessiON

A S Bvart

When mild-mannered and unremarkable academic Roland Mitchell

stumbles upon a letter written by Victorian poet Randolph Ash to a

feil. mysterious woman with whom he seems to be infatuated, he is determined
to uncover the truth.

Winner of the 1990 Booker Prize, Possession defies categorisation. Rich in
symmetry and symbolism, brimming over with myth, poetry and fairy tale,
Byatt's masterpiece is part literary detective story, part academic satire and
part historical novel. At its heart, however, is a compelling romance that
draws the reader into the mirrored worlds of two couples, past and

present, and explores the nature of obsession, possession and love.

rFr——— . ——— ——_—— —_————— e e ——
——— S N — —_

BuriAaL RiTES
HANNAH KENT

In northern Iceland, 1829, Agnes Magnisdéttir is condemned to death for
her part in the brutal murder of her lover. Agnes is sent to wait out her
final months on the farm of district officer Jon Jonsson. Shunned by all, only
Toti, the young assistant priest, is compelled to try to understand her. As

the year progresses, Agnes’s story begins to emerge and with it the family’s

terrible realisation that all is not as they had assumed.

e ——— e — e ———
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EMMA DoNOGHUE

Jack is five. He lives with his Ma. They live in a single, locked room. They
don't have the key. Jack and Ma are prisoners. Room by Emma Donoghue is
an extraordinarily powerful story of a mother and child kept in isolation,

and the desire for, and price of, freedom.

GENERAL FICTION
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10TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION | |
MIS T E R PR
“Poignant and im; Times Literary Supplement 7

Lloydjones 7

|
MisTErR PIpP |
|
\

LLoyp JoNEs \
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'You cannot pretend to read a book. Your eyes will give you away. So will

your breathing. A person entranced by a book simply forgets to breathe.

The house can catch alight and a reader deep in a book will not look up

—_——

until the wallpaper is in flames."

Bougainville, 1991. A small village on a lush tropical island in the South
Pacific. Eighty-six days have passed since Matilda's last day of school as,

quietly, war is encroaching from the other end of the island.

When the villagers' safe, predictable lives come to a halt, Bougainville's

—— e —— e — —

children are surprised to find the island's only white man, a recluse, re-
opening the school. Pop Eye, aka Mr Watts, explains he will introduce the
children to Mr Dickens. Matilda and the others think a foreigner is coming
to the island and prepare a list of much-needed items. They are shocked to

discover their acquaintance with Mr Dickens will be through Mr Watts

inspiring reading of Great Expectations.

But on an island at war, the power of fiction has dangerous consequences.
/ Imagination and beliefs are challenged by guns. Mister Pip is an unforgettable
tale of survival by story; a dazzling piece of writing that lives long in the

mind after the last page is finished.

=

MtMoIrs OF A GeiSHA

ARTHUR GOLDEN

emotionally withdrawn father, and older sister Satsu in a small fishing village

@M”AMI! .9’ A b
A

1|n~.,

in Western Japan. One day, the wealthiest man in her village, Mr. Ichiro

ARTHUE ru BFN i

|
|
|
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In 1929, the nine-year-old Chiyo Sakamoto lives with her ailing mother, '\
|
|
|
ll
Tanaka, takes notice of Chiyo's beautiful blue-grey eyes. :
|
|
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MICHAEL

ONDAATIJE
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NARrRcissus AND GOLDMUND
HerMANN Hesse

Narcissus is a teacher at Mariabronn, a monastery in medieval Germany,
and Goldmund his favourite pupil. While Narcissus remains detached from
the world in prayer and meditation, Goldmund runs away from the
monstery in pursuit of love. Thereafter he lives a picaresque wanderer’s life,
his amatory adventures resulting in pain as well as ecstasy. His eventual
reunion with Narcissus brings into focus the diversity between artist and
thinker, Dionysian and Apollonian. Full of philosophical insight, Narcissus
and Goldmund is not only vintage Hesse, it is widely considered one of his

best novels.

THe ENGLISH PATIENT
MicuaeL ONDAAT)E

With unsettling beauty and intelligence, this Golden Man Booker Prize—
winning novel traces the intersection of four damaged lives in an abandoned
Italian villa at the end of World War Il.

The nurse Hana, exhausted by death, obsessively tends to her last surviving
patient. Caravaggio, the thief, tries to reimagine who he is, now that his
hands are hopelessly maimed. The Indian sapper Kip searches for hidden
bombs in a landscape where nothing is safe but himself. And at the center
of his labyrinth lies the English patient, nameless and hideously burned, a
man who is both a riddle and a provocation to his companions — and whose
memories of suffering, rescue, and betrayal illuminate this book like flashes

of heat lightning.

e ———
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Tue CoLor PurpLE

ALice WALKER

Set in the deep American South between the wars, The Color Purple is the
Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', she has two children taken
away from her, is separated from her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped
into an ugly marriage. But then she meets the glamorous Shug Avery, singer
and magic-maker — a woman who has taken charge of her own destiny.

Gradually Celie discovers the power and joy of her own spirit, freeing her

-
|
|
|
|
|
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|
| , , , , ,
\ classic tale of Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and segregation.
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\
|
,l from her past and reuniting her with those she loves.

|
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| KNow Wuy THE CAGED BIrRD SINGS
MAYA ANGELOU

I write about being a Black American woman, however, | am always talking

about what it's like to be a human being. This is how we are, what makes us

again.'

In this first volume of her seven books of autobiography, Maya Angelou
beautifully evokes her childhood with her grandmother in the American
south of the 1930s. Loving the world, she also knows its cruelty. As a Black
woman she has known discrimination, violence and extreme poverty, but

|
|
|
|
|
\
|
)
|
|
\
|
|
,' laugh, and this is how we fall and how we somehow, amazingly, stand up
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I also hope, joy, achievement and celebration.

|

|

L
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|
|
|
\
|
ToNI MORRISON |'
|
1
I
|
\

dazzlingly innovative portrait of a woman haunted by the past.

Sethe was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years later she is /

still not free. She has borne the unthinkable and not gone mad, yet she is |

N

|

|

|

|

|

|

’l

{ Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, Toni Morrison’s Beloved is a spellbinding and
\

|

|

|

|

|

'I

'l still held captive by memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so
'\ many hideous things happened. Meanwhile Sethe’s house has long been
troubled by the angry, destructive ghost of her baby, who died nameless

and whose tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved.

Sethe works at beating back the past, but it makes itself heard and felt

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
incessantly in her memory and in the lives of those around her. When a ,’
|
\
|
secret explodes into the present. Il
)
|
\

Combining the visionary power of legend with the unassailable truth of
history, Morrison’s unforgettable novel is one of the great and enduring |

|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
,I mysterious teenage girl arrives, calling herself Beloved, Sethe’s terrible
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
} works of American literature.

I

|

AMERICANAH
CuiMAMANDA NGoOzI ApICHIE

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled

Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured lfemelu heads for America, |
)

CHIM A A AI* where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it

NGOZI"ADICHIE",

means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to
join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into
a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite
in a newly democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion — for each other

and for their homeland.
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WINNER OF THE MAN BOOKER PRIZE 2008

THe WHITE TIGER
ARAVIND ADIGA

Balram Halwai is the White Tiger — the smartest boy in his village. Too poor
to finish school, he has to work in a teashop. But Balram gets his break

when a rich man hires him as a chauffeur and takes him to live in Delhi. The

AND BRILLIANT"
SUNDAY TétEGRAPH
i vz

m Ay "\ F

city is a revelation. As he drives his master to shopping malls and call

|
|
|
|
\
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
/ |
'BLAZINGLY SAVAGE " :
AN |
|
| centres, Balram becomes increasingly aware of immense wealth and
\
} opportunity all around him, while knowing that he will never be able to gain
Il access to that world. As Balram broods over his situation, he realises that
|| there is only one way he can become part of this glamorous new India— by
,I murdering his master.
|
|
|5
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WINNER OF
BOOKER PRIZE

Tue Gob ofF SMALL THINGS

ARUNDHATI ROY

The God of

Small Things
2

ARUNDHATEROY

‘They all broke the rules. They all crossed into forbidden territory. They all

how much.’

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
: tampered with the laws that lay down who should be loved, and how. And
|
|
|
|
,’ This is the story of Rahel and Estha, twins growing up among the banana
{ vats and peppercorns of their blind grandmother’s factory, and amid scenes
of political turbulence in Kerala. Armed only with the innocence of youth,
they fashion a childhood in the shade of the wreck that is their family: their
lonely, lovely mother, their beloved Uncle Chacko (pickle baron, radical
Marxist, bottom-pincher) and their sworn enemy, Baby Kochamma (ex-nun,

incumbent grand-aunt).

Arundhati Roy’s Booker Prize-winning novel was the literary sensation of

the 1990s: a story anchored to anguish but fuelled by wit and magic.
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Tue ENGLISH TEACHER
R K NARAYAN

Krishna, an English teacher in the town of Malgudi, nagged by the feeling \I
he's doing the wrong work, is nonetheless delighted by his domestic life,

where his wife and young daughter wait for him outside the house every

what he really wants to do, and makes a decision that will change his life

/
|
\
|
afternoon. Devastated by the death of his wife, Krishna comes to realise ,'
|
|
|
forever. II

|

1
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CHINUA %
WA TR THINGS FALL APART
ACHERBE?Y

CHINUA AcCHEBE

FHENG S A worldwide bestseller and the first part of Achebe's African Trilogy, Things

FALTL
APKRT 4

Fall Apart is the compelling story of one man's battle to protect his

community against the forces of change

throughout West Africa like a bush-fire in the harmattan. But when he

returns from exile to find missionaries and colonial governors have arrived
in the village. With his world thrown radically off balance he can only hurtle

|
|
\
\
I
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and warrior alive, and his fame spreads \\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
towards tragedy. }
|
|
|

First published in 1958, Chinua Achebe's stark, coolly ironic novel reshaped
both African and world literature, and has sold over ten million copies in
forty-five languages. This arresting parable of a proud but powerless man
witnessing the ruin of his people begins Achebe's landmark trilogy of works
chronicling the fate of one African community, continued in Arrow of God

|
|
|
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
/
|
\
\
|
|
|
|
|
\I accidentally kills a clansman, things begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
,I and No Longer at Ease.
[
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SEBASTIAN [ |
FAUL ,  BirDSONG !
! |
: |
: o= \  SeBASTIAN FAuLks ‘I
|
|
|
" In 1910, Stephen Wraysford is sent to Amiens. There he meets the |'
|
" unhappily married Isabelle Azaire and begins an all-consuming love affair. Six |
|
,' years later, he returns to France as a soldier on the Western Front, where, ’l
l\ in scenes of unprecedented horror, he struggles to find a reason to ,’
| . - [
,I continue living. |\
S \
T T T e T T e e |

EMPIRE OF THE SuN
thlPlE(t ] G BALLARD

Shanghai, 1941 — a city aflame from the fateful torch of Pearl Harbour. In

parents. Imprisoned in a Japanese concentration camp, he is witness to the

fierce white flash of Nagasaki, as the bomb bellows the end of the war...

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
‘I streets full of chaos and corpses, a young British boy searches in vain for his
|
|
|
\\
" and the dawn of a blighted world.

|
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A FAREwWELL TO ARMS

|
|
|
|
ERNEST HEMINGWAY }
|
|
The unforgettable story of an American ambulance driver on the ltalian I‘

horrors of the battlefield, this gripping, semiautobiographical work captures

sweep.

|

|

|

|

|

\

|

|

|

|

‘l front and his passion for a beautiful English nurse. Set against the looming \l
| |
I I
|

\ the harsh realities of war and the pain of lovers caught in its inexorable ,,
l |
I |

/ |

l |

L
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CATCH-22

CATCH-22

JosepH HELLER

Captain John Yossarian, an American bombardier is stationed on a \
|

/

JOSEPH HELLER

Mediterranean island during World War Il and chronicles his desperate

attempts to stay alive. Yossarian interprets the entire war as a personal

him to an untimely death. He therefore spends much of the book

concocting ever more inventive ways of escaping his missions.

e i —

|
[
\
|
attack and becomes convinced that the military is deliberately trying to send ,'
|
|
|
|
|
|
i
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE Five
KurT VONNEGUT

Billy Pilgrim — hapless barber's assistant, successful optometrist, alien
abductee, senile widower and soldier — has become unstuck in time. Hiding

in the basement of a slaughterhouse in Dresden, with the city and its

most deadly and destructive battles of the Second World War. But when,
exactly? How did he get here? And how does he get out?

Travel through time and space on the shoulders of Vonnegut himself. This
is a book about war. Listen to what he has to say: it is of the utmost

|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\\
inhabitants burning above him, he finds himself a survivor of one of the |
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
\
|
|
|
urgency. II
|
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,: BLINDNESS ,l
| |
I JosE SARAMAGO '}

iR I\\ No food, no water, no government, no obligation, no order. {\
,'I Discover a chillingly powerful and prescient dystopian vision from one of 1}

mm Il Europe's greatest writers. |4

: ,'l A driver waiting at the traffic lights goes blind. An ophthalmologist tries to \\
|\ diagnose his distinctive white blindness, but is affected before he can read
\| the textbooks. :I
III It becomes a contagion, spreading throughout the city. Trying to stem the :
'\ epidemic, the authorities herd the afflicted into a mental asylum where the :
\, wards are terrorised by blind thugs. And when fire destroys the asylum, the i
I,’ inmates burst forth and the last links with a supposedly civilised society are :
: snapped. ,’
||' This is not anarchy, this is blindness. Il'
e \
T !
' ONE HuNDRED YEARS OF SoOLITUDE {
| |
| GasricL GARCiA MArQuez ;'
| {
\\ Gabriel Garcia Mirquez's great masterpiece is the story of seven \\
,' generations of the Buendia family and of Macondo, the town they have "
{ built. Though little more than a settlement surrounded by mountains, "
\| Macondo has its wars and disasters, even its wonders and miracles. A ,’
{I microcosm of Colombian life, its secrets lie hidden, encoded in a book, and l\\
\l only Aureliano Buendia can fathom its mysteries and reveal its shrouded II
l, destiny. Blending political reality with magic realism, fantasy with comic '\
= invention, One Hundred Years of Solitude is one of the most daringly }
,’ original works of the twentieth century. II
SR a
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The most celebrated inspirational able of our Ime

Jonathan
Livingston
SeagUll. s

The Complete Edition
e Fe

Includes the rediscoves

RICHARD BACH
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PerruME
PATrICK SUSKIND

In eighteenth-century France there lived a man who was one of the most
gifted and abominable personages in an era that knew no lack of gifted and
abominable personages. His name was Jean-Baptiste Grenouille, and if his
name has been forgotten today, it is certainly not because Grenouille fell
short of those more famous blackguards when it came to arrogance,
misanthropy, immorality, or, more succinctly, wickedness, but because his
gifts and his sole ambition were restricted to a domain that leaves no traces

in history: to the fleeting realm of scent...

JONATHAN LIVINGSTON ScAGuLL
RicuarD BaAcH

Jonathan Livingston Seagull, the most celebrated inspirational fable of our

time, tells the story of a bird determined to be more than ordinary.

‘Most gulls don’t bother to learn more than the simplest facts of flight —
how to get from shore to food and back again’, writes author Richard Bach
in this allegory about a unique bird named Jonathan Livingston Seagull. ‘For
most gulls it is not flying that matters, but eating. For this gull, though, it was
not eating that mattered, but flight.” Flight is indeed the metaphor that

makes this story soar.

This bestselling modern classic is a fable about seeking a higher purpose in
life, even if your flock, tribe or neighbourhood finds your ambition
threatening (at one point Jonathan is even banished from his flock). By not
compromising his higher vision, Jonathan learns the meaning of love and

kindness and receives the ultimate reward — transcendence.
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Essavys IN Love

MEssavsil
[l 17 W
MIEVEN
g o IIE

ALAIN DE BOTTON

A unique love story and a classic work of philosophy, rooted in the

mysterious workings of the human heart and mind.

Perhaps it is true that we do not really exist until there is someone there

to see us existing, we cannot properly speak until there is someone who
can understand what we are saying in essence, we are not wholly alive until

we are loved.

A man and a woman meet over casual conversation on a flight from Paris
to London, and so begins a love story — from first kiss to first argument,
elation to heartbreak, and everything in between. Each stage of the
relationship is illuminated with startling clarity, as de Botton explores

emotions often felt but rarely understood.

With the verve of a novelist and the insight of a philosopher, Alain de
Botton uncovers the mysteries of the human heart. Essays In Love is an
iconic book — one that should be read by anyone who has ever fallen in

love.

THE COMPLETE

CA|\iIN « HODLES

Tue CoMprLete CALVIN AND HOBBES
BiLL WATTERSON

Calvin, cheeky, hyperactive and mischievous, and Hobbes, his cuddly toy
tiger who, as far as Calvin is concerned, is very much alive and kicking, are

BILL WATTERSON

two of the most loveable and hilarious characters to grace the comic strip

QuaTTRO

Calvin and Hobbes is so much more than just a comic strip, however:
philosophical, meditative, insightful, complemented throughout by
innovative visual language, it is an intelligent and humble work of art for all

ages that will make you laugh and think.
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JANE EYRE

Charlotte Bronté
FJane Eyre

CHARLOTTE BRONTE

Orphaned as a child, Jane has felt an outcast her whole life. Her courage is
tested once again when she arrives at Thornfield Hall, where she has been
hired by the brooding, proud Edward Rochester to care for his ward Adéle.
Jane finds herself drawn to his troubled yet kind spirit, and a relationship
begins to blossom between them despite their difference in social status.
But there is a terrifying secret inside the gloomy, forbidding Thornfield
Hall...

i

2
EMILY BRONTE 2

|

|
et ; W UTHERING HEIGHTS |
EMIiLY BRONTE

\
|
|
|
A wild, passionate story of the intense and almost demonic love between '|
|
Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling adopted by Catherine's 'I
father. After Mr Earnshaw's death, Heathcliff is bullied and humiliated by {
Catherine's brother Hindley and, wrongly believing that his love for :
Catherine is not reciprocated, leaves Wuthering Heights, only to return ll
years later as a wealthy and polished man. He proceeds to exact a terrible :
|
|
|
|

revenge for his former miseries.

Tess ofF THE D URBERVILLES
THOMAS HARDY

When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with the

wealthy D'Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family fortune, meeting

Clare, seems to offer her love and salvation, but Tess must choose whether

to reveal her past or remain silent in the hope of a peaceful future.

With its sensitive depiction of the wronged Tess and powerful criticism of

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
her 'cousin' Alec proves to be her downfall. A very different man, Angel ,’
|
\
\
|
|
|
|
|
. . . . . ) |
social convention, Tess of the D'Urbervilles is one of the most moving and |
|
|
|

poetic of Hardy's novels.
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s | Les MisérasLes 1'
Misetables } |
’ ',' Victor Huco \l
|
i Jean Valjean was imprisoned for nineteen years for stealing a loaf of bread. ,'
: At his release begins the story that takes readers deep into the Parisian ||
Victor Hugo ‘I underworld, immerses them in a battle between good and evil, and carries ’Il
: them to the barricades during the uprising of 1832. Within his dramatic l\
: story are themes that capture the intellect and the emotions: crime and ‘I
’: punishment, the relentless persecution of Valjean by Inspector Javert, the ,'
{ desperation of the prostitute Fantine, the amorality of the rogue i
‘\ Thénardier, and the universal desire to escape the prisons of our own II
,' minds. ll
e e !

HowArDs END

E M FoRrsTER

‘ "/ < ‘“r; y
77 HOWARBSTEND ‘ 4

"The poor cannot always reach those whom they want to love, and they

can hardly ever escape from those whom they love no longer. We rich can.'

provocative tale of three families at the beginning of the twentieth century:
the rich Wilcoxes, the gentle, idealistic Schlegels and the lower-middle class
Basts. As the Schlegel sisters try desperately to help the Basts and educate
the close-minded Wilcoxes, the families are drawn together in love, lies and

death.

Frequently cited as E M Forster's finest work, Howards End brilliantly

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\
\
|
|
'Only connect’ is the idea at the heart of this book, a heartbreaking and ,'
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| explores class warfare, conflict and the English character. Il
|
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|
Vol | THE BIRDS AND OTHER STORIES ,'
|
|
|
\I DAPHNE DU MAURIER \
|
| |
{ The mountain paradise of 'Monte Verita' promises immortality, but at a ,l
\\ terrible price; a neglected wife haunts her husband in the form of an apple ll
|
| tree; a professional photographer steps out from behind the camera and ,'
.~ and other stories | |
¥ : into his subject’s life... Six chilling stories echo a sense of dislocation and |
—_—— —— |
- : mock man's sense of dominance over the natural world. I
|
|
| o e !
-~ T ——,—— e T T ————— —_—_T e — e —_ —— e —— e —_——— e ——

The Great Gatsby

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

Tue GrReAT GATSBY
F ScotT FITZGERALD

Generally considered to be F Scott Fitzgerald's finest novel, The Great

Gatsby is a consummate summary of the ‘roaring twenties, and a

Carraway, the reader is taken into the superficially glittering world of the

mansions which lined the Long Island shore in the 1920s, to encounter
Nick's cousin Daisy, her brash but wealthy husband Tom Buchanan, Jay

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
| devastating exposé of the ‘lazz Age’. Through the narration of Nick
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
: Gatsby and the mystery that surrounds him.

|

|

|
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THE
SCARLET LETTER

NATHANIEL
HAWTHORNI
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JONATHAN STRANGE AND MR NORRELL
SusaANNA CLARKE

The year is 1806. Centuries have passed since practical magicians faded into
the nation's past. But scholars of this glorious history discover that one
remains: the reclusive Mr Norrell, whose displays of magic send a thrill
through the country. Proceeding to London, he raises a beautiful woman
from the dead and summons an army of ghostly ships to terrify the French.
Yet the cautious, fussy Norrell is challenged by the emergence of another
magician: the brilliant novice Jonathan Strange. Young, handsome and daring,
Strange is the very antithesis of Norrell So begins a dangerous battle
between these two great men which overwhelms that between England and
France. And their own obsessions and secret dabblings with the dark arts

are going to cause more trouble than they can imagine.

THE SCARLET LETTER
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

Set in an early New England colony, the novel shows the terrible impact a
single, passionate act has on the lives of three members of the community:
the defiant Hester Prynne; the obsessed, vengeful Chillingworth and the

secret father of Hester’s illegitimate child.
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HILARY
MANTEL

8

WOLF
HALL

The Belected Works of

Cdgar
Rllan
Poc
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WoLr HAaLL
HiLArY MANTEL

England, the 1520s. Henry VIl is on the throne, but has no heir. Cardinal
Wolsey is his chief advisor, charged with securing the divorce the pope
refuses to grant. Into this atmosphere of distrust and need comes Thomas
Cromwell, first as Wolsey's clerk, and later his successor. Ruthless in pursuit
of his own interests, he is as ambitious in his wider politics as he is for

himself.

THe ScLectep WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN Pot
EpcAr ALLAN Pot

‘True! Nervous, very, very dreadfully nervous | had been and am; but why
will you say that | am mad? The disease had sharpened my senses, not

destroyed, not dulled them.’

This ultimate collection of the infamous author’s works includes ‘The
Raven’, ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’ and ‘The Tell-Tale Heart’. They
focus on the internal conflict of individuals, the power of the dead over the

living, and psychological explorations of darker human emotion.

An American writer of fantastical, bizarre and sometimes disturbing short
stories, Poe wrote in the first half of the nineteenth century. Preoccupied
with delving into the darker reaches of the human psyche, Poe is inventor

of the detective story and master of the macabre.
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JouN BucHAN

Adventurer Richard Hannay, just returned from South Africa, is accosted by
a mysterious American, who warns him of an assassination plot that could
completely destabilise the fragile political balance of Europe. Initially
sceptical, Hannay nonetheless harbours the man — only to discover him
murdered one day. An obvious suspect, Hannay is pursued by both the
police and a cunning, ruthless enemy. His life and the security of Britain are
in grave peril, and everything rests on the solution to a baffling enigma: what

are the 'thirty nine steps?'

Tue CONSTANT GARDENER
JouN Le CARrRré

Tessa Quayle, a brilliant and beautiful young social activist, has been found
brutally murdered by Lake Turkana in Nairobi. The rumours are that she
was faithless and careless but her husband Justin, a reserved, garden-loving
British diplomat, refuses to believe them. As he sets out to discover what
really happened to Tessa, he unearths a conspiracy more disturbing, and

more deadly, than he could ever have imagined.

A blistering exposé of global corruption, The Constant Gardener is also the
moving portrayal of a man searching for justice for the woman he has

barely had time to love.
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Tue CoMpLETE SHERLOCK HoOLMES
ArRTHUR CoNAN DovyLe

A master of deductive reasoning who can solve the most difficult crimes by
spotting obscure clues overlooked by others, dilettante sleuth Sherlock
Holmes was the hero of sixty stories written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
between 1887 and 1927. With the help of his loyal friend, Doctor Watson,
Holmes brought countless crooks, thieves, swindlers, and murderers to
justice. He even rose from the dead after Doyle tried to dispatch him in his
twenty-fourth adventure, and readers protested. Here, in one volume, are
all four full-length novels and fifty-six short stories about the colourful
adventures of Sherlock Holmes — every word Sir Arthur Conan Doyle ever

wrote about Baker Street's most famous resident.
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AND THEN THere Were NONE
AGATHA CHRISTIE

1939. Europe teeters on the brink of war. Ten strangers are invited to
Soldier Island, an isolated rock near the Devon coast. Cut off from the
mainland, with their generous hosts Mr and Mrs U.N. Owen mysteriously
absent, they are each accused of a terrible crime. When one of the party
dies suddenly, they realise they may be harbouring a murderer among their

number.,

The ten strangers include a reckless playboy, a troubled Harley Street
doctor, a formidable judge, an uncouth detective, an unscrupulous
mercenary, a God-fearing spinster, two restless servants, a highly decorated
general and an anxious secretary. One by one they are picked off. Who will
survive! And who is the killer? Copies of an ominous nursery rhyme hang in
each room, the murders mimicking the awful fates of its Ten Little Soldier

Boys...
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THe THurRsDAY Murper CLuB
RicuarRD OsMAN
In a peaceful retirement village, four unlikely friends meet up once a week

to investigate unsolved murders.

But when a brutal killing takes place on their very doorstep, the Thursday

Murder Club find themselves in the middle of their first live case.

Elizabeth, Joyce, Ibrahim and Ron might be pushing eighty but they still have

a few tricks up their sleeves.

Can our unorthodox but brilliant gang catch the killer before it's too late?

MAcGpic MURDERS
ANTHONY HOROWITZ
‘Seven for a mystery that needs to be solved..

Editor Susan Ryland has  worked with bestselling crime writer Alan
Conway for years. Readers love his detective, Atticus Plind, a celebrated

solver of crimes in the sleepy English villages of the 1950s.

But Conway's latest tale of murder at Pye Hall is not quite what it seems.
Yes, there are dead bodies and a host of intriguing suspects, but hidden in
the pages of the manuscript lies another story: a tale written between the
very words on the page, telling of real-life jealousy, greed, ruthless ambition

and murder.

From the creator of Midsomer Murders comes a fiendish mystery perfect

for fans of Agatha Christie's Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot.
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Tue NAME OF THE ROsE
UmserToO Eco

The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy ltalian abbey are suspected of
heresy, and Brother William of Baskerville arrives to investigate. When his
delicate mission is suddenly overshadowed by seven bizarre deaths, Brother
William turns detective. He collects evidence, deciphers secret symbols and
coded manuscripts, and digs into the eerie labyrinth of the abbey where
extraordinary things are happening under the cover of night. A spectacular
popular and critical success, The Name of the Rose is not only a narrative

of a murder investigation but an astonishing chronicle of the Middle Ages.

THe TALENTED MR RipPLEY
PaTriciA HIGHSMITH

Tom Ripley is struggling to stay one step ahead of his creditors and the law,
when an unexpected acquaintance offers him a free trip to Europe and a

chance to start over.

Ripley wants money, success and the good life and he's willing to kill for it.
When his new-found happiness is threatened, his response is as swift as it is

shocking.
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STIEG LARSSON
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Tue GIRL WiITH THE DRAGON TATTOO
STieGc LARSON

Forty years ago, Harriet Vanger disappeared from a family gathering on the
island owned and inhabited by the powerful Vanger clan. Her body was
never found, yet her uncle is convinced it was murder — and that the killer

is a member of his own tightly-knit but dysfunctional family.

He employs disgraced financial journalist Mikael Blomkvist and the tattooed,
truculent computer hacker Lisbeth Salander to investigate. When the pair
link Harriet's disappearance to a number of grotesque murders from 40

years ago, they begin to unravel a dark and appalling family history.

But the Vangers are a secretive clan, and Blomkvist and Salander are about

to find out just how far they are prepared to go to protect themselves...
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MARGARET

Tue HANDMAID'S TALE

ATWOOD

MARGARET ATWOOD

\
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{ The Republic of Gilead offers Offred only one function: to breed. If she {
THE ‘| deviates, she will, like dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to die \\
HANTD ATQ 3 ,’ slowly of radiation sickness. But even a repressive state cannot obliterate :
| ; ; . ; |

\ desire — neither Offred's nor that of the two men on which her future |

| |

I' hangs. I

|

| |
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i Never Let Me Go ,’
' \
\

' KAzuo IsHIGuUrRO

Narrated by Kathy, now 31, Never Let Me Go hauntingly dramatises her

Hailsham School, and with the fate that has always awaited her and her

\
|
|
I
|’
attempts to come to terms with her childhood at the seemingly idyllic "
|
|
closest friends in the wider world. :
|
|
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Tue RoAD
CorMAC McCARTHY

A searing, postapocalyptic novel destined to become Cormac McCarthy’s

masterpiece.

THE RUAE A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in
‘ the ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack
stones, and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination
is the coast, although they don’t know what, if anything, awaits them there.
They have nothing; just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless
bands that stalk the road, the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged

food — and each other.
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NiINETEEN EiGHTY-FOUR
Gerorce ORWELL

Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth,
Winston Smith skilfully rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet
he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he lives in, which demands

the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing
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|
absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and |
|
|
|
\
|
true price of freedom. ,'
|

|
|
|
[ for truth and liberty, Smith begins a secret love affair but soon discovers the
|
|
|
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ANIMAL FARM

GEORGE ORWELL

GeorGE ORWELL
When the downtrodden animals of Manor Farm overthrow their master
of a life of freedom and equality. But gradually a cunning, ruthless élite

among them, masterminded by the pigs Napoleon and Snowball, starts to

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Mr Jones and take over the farm themselves, they imagine it is the beginning :
|
|
|
|
|
take control. l
|
\
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Brave Ncw WoORLD
ALpous HuxLey

Brave New World is a dystopian novel by English author Aldous Huxley,
published in 1932. Largely set in a futuristic World State, inhabited by
genetically modified citizens and an intelligence-based social hierarchy, the

novel anticipates huge scientific advancements in reproductive technology,

sleep-learning, psychological manipulation and classical conditioning that are
combined to make a dystopian society which is challenged by only a single

individual: the story's protagonist.
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the Triffids
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FAHRENHEIT 451
RAY BrRADBURY

This hauntingly prophetic classic novel is set in a not-too-distant future
where books are burned by a special task force of firemen. Guy Montag is a
fireman. His job is to burn books, which are forbidden, being the source of
all discord and unhappiness. Even so, Montag is unhappy; there is discord in
his marriage. Are books hidden in his house? The Mechanical Hound of the
Fire Department, armed with a lethal hypodermic, escorted by helicopters,
is ready to track down those dissidents who defy society to preserve and
read books. The classic novel of a post-literate future, Fahrenheit 451
stands alongside Orwell's 1984 and Huxley's Brave New World as a
prophetic account of Western civilisation's enslavement by the media, drugs

and conformity.

THe DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS
JouN W YNDHAM

When a freak cosmic event renders most of the Earth's population blind,
Bill Masen is one of the lucky few to retain his sight. The London he walks is
crammed with groups of men and women needing help, some ready to
prey on those who can still see. But another menace stalks blind and sighted
alike. With nobody to stop their spread the Triffids, mobile plants with

lethal stingers and carnivorous appetites, seem set to take control.

The Day of the Triffids is perhaps the most famous catastrophe novel of
the twentieth century and its startling imagery of desolate streets and

lurching, lethal plant life retains its power to haunt today.
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Isaac AsiMOV

[saac Asimov’s Robot series — from the iconic collection |, Robot to four
classic novels — contains some of the most influential works in the history of
science fiction. Establishing and testing the Three Laws of Robotics, they

continue to shape the understanding and design of artificial intelligence to

S e —— p—

this day.

—_——

What happens when a robot begins to question its creators? What would |
be the consequences of creating a robot with a sense of humour? Or the
ability to lie? How do we truly tell the difference between man and

machine?

Inl, Robot, Asimov sets out the Three Laws of Robotics — designed to
protect humans from their robotic creations — and pushes them to their

limits and beyond.

Following genius robopsychologist Dr Susan Calvin and engineers Powell
and Donovan, these short stories helped to transform artificial intelligence

from a dream into a science and changed perceptions of robots for ever.
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By
Heart

101 Poems to Remember
edited with an introduction by

Ted Hughes

S TED HUGHES

S —

By HcarT: 101 PoeMs To ReMEMBER
SELECTED POETS

What has happened to the lost art of memorising poems? Why do we no
longer feel that it is necessary to know the most enduring, beautiful poems
in the English language 'by heart'? In his introduction Ted Hughes explains
how we can overcome the problem by using a memory system that
becomes easier the more frequently it is practised. The collected 101
poems are both personal favourites and particularly well-suited to the
method Hughes demonstrates. Spanning four centuries, ranging from
Shakespeare and Keats through to Thomas Hardy and Seamus Heaney, By
Heart offers the reader a ‘'mental gymnasium' in which the memory can be
exercised and trained in the most pleasurable way. Some poems will be
more of a challenge than others, but all will be treasured once they have

become part of the memory bank.

THe RATTLE BAG
SELECTED POETS

Edited by Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes, and conceived of as a collection
of their own favourite poems, The Rattle Bag has established itself as the
classic anthology of our time. Heaney and Hughes have brought together an
inspired and diverse selection, ranging from undisputed masterpieces to
rare discoveries, as well as drawing upon works in translation and
traditional poems from oral cultures. In effect, this anthology has
transformed the way we define and appreciate poetry, and it will continue

to do so for years to come.

Including writers from Shakespeare and Blake to Sylvia Plath and T S

Eliot, The Rattle Bag is eclectic, instructive and inspiring at the same time.
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TeN PoeMs oF KINDNESS
SELECTED POETS

Kindness can be an underestimated virtue in our increasingly hectic and
impersonal world. It is a word that we use most often in our conversations
with young children when we tell them to be kind to a fellow creature or a
new friend. These generous poems remind us that kindness can take many
forms and that a kind gesture doesn’t have to be either time-consuming or

complicated. On the contrary:

“Sometimes a sober voice is enough
to calm the waters & drive away

the false witnesses”
from ‘Kindness’ by Yusef Komunyakaa

Edited by Jackie Kay and containing two new poems she has written
specially for the anthology, this moving selection is allied to a compelling
cause. ‘Felix’s Campaign of Kindness’ was instigated by the mother of Felix
Alexander, a 17-year-old boy who took his own life after years of online
bullying. The pamphlet is dedicated to the memory of Felix and contains the

inspirational open letter written by his mother after his death.

Jackie Kay is one of the foremost poets writing in Britain today. She has
published numerous poetry collections and a memoir, Red Dust Road,
about her quest to find her birth parents. She is the third modern Makar,
the Scottish Poet Laureate.

Poems by Fleur Adcock, Gwendolyn Brooks, lan Duhig, Sarah Howe, Jackie
Kay, Yusef Komunyakaa, Norman MacCaig, Sylvia Plath, Rabindranath
Tagore and Kate Tempest.

—_
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E. E. Cummings

SELECTED POEMS
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Screctep PoeMs
EE CUMMINGS

e e cummings is without question one of the major poets of this century,
This volume contains a selection of Cummings’s wittiest and most profound
poems, harvested from thirty-five of the most radically creative years in
contemporary American poetry. These poems exhibit all the extraordinary
Iyricism, playfulness, technical ingenuity, and compassion for which
cummings is famous. They demonstrate beautifully his extrapolations from
traditional poetic structures and his departures from them, as well as the

unique synthesis of lavish imagery and acute artistic precision that has won

him the adulation and respect of critics and poetry lovers everywhere.

Screctep PoeMs
Tep HuGHES

Ted Hughes was an English poet whose most characteristic verse is without
sentimentality, emphasising the cunning and savagery of animal life in harsh,
sometimes disjunctive lines. The rural landscape of Hughes’s youth in
Yorkshire exerted a lasting influence on his work. To read Hughes’s poetry

is to enter a world dominated by nature, especially by animals.

Hughes’s poetry signalled a dramatic departure from the prevailing modes
of the period. The stereotypical poem of the time was determined not to
risk too much: politely domestic in its subject matter, understated and
mildly ironic in style. By contrast, Hughes marshalled a language of nearly
Shakespearean resonance to explore themes which were mythic and

elemental.
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SerLectep PoeMs
SyYLVIA PLATH

Sylvia Plath is one of the defining voices in twentieth-century poetry. This
classic selection of her work, made by her former husband Ted Hughes,
provides the perfect introduction to this most influential of poets. The
poems are taken from Sylvia Plath's four collections Ariel, The Colossus,
Crossing the Water and Winter Trees, and include many of her most

celebrated works, such as 'Daddy’, 'Lady Lazarus' and 'Wuthering Heights'.
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SerLecTtep PoeMs
CaAroL ANN Durry

Carol Ann Duffy has been a bold and original voice in British poetry since
the publication of Standing Female Nude in 7985. Since then she has won
every major poetry prize in the United Kingdom and sold over one million
copies of her books around the world. She was appointed Poet Laureate in
2009.

Endlessly varied, wonderfully inventive, and emotionally powerful, the
poems in this book showcase Duffy's full poetic range: there are poems
written in celebration and in protest; public poems and deeply personal
ones; poems that are funny, sexy, heartbroken, wise. Taken together they

affirm her belief that 'poetry is the music of being human'.
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TweNTY Love PoeMs AND A SONG OF DespPAIR
' PaBLO NErRUDA

The Chilean Pablo Neruda (1904-1973) was probably the greatest and

Twenty Love Poems

R certainly the most prolific of twentieth-century Latin American poets. He
and a ()ngo espair

brought out his first collection at the age of seventeen, and quickly
PABLO NERUDA

Translated by J. Simon Harris

developed an assured and distinctive poetic voice. His third book, Veinte

f 1 ‘.“;77\"‘,’.“?,.%.-'}“‘4';".""»-'-'7‘,‘.'.'": 4
Luauzjsicq pAY guusou Poemas de Amor y una Cancidon Desesperada — Twenty Love Poems and a

Song of Despair — was published in 1924 and attracted international
acclaim. It remains one of the most celebrated and admired books of erotic
poetry published in the last hundred years, with over a million copies sold

worldwide. Neruda was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1971.
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Ler TueM EAT CHAOS
KATe TeMpPesT (NOw KAE)

Let Them Eat Chaos, Kate (now Kae) Tempest's new long poem written
for live performance and heard on the album release of the same name, is
T U . . .
ik both a powerful sermon and a moving play for voices. Seven neighbours

inhabit the same London street, but are all unknown to each other. The

clock freezes in the small hours, and, one by one, we see directly into their
lives: lives that are damaged, disenfranchised, lonely, broken, addicted, and
all, apparently, without hope. Then a great storm breaks over London, and

brings them out into the night to face each other — and their last chance to

e e T |

connect. Tempest argues that our alienation from one another has bred a

challenge the forces of greed which have conspired to divide us, and mend
the broken home of our own planet while we still have time. Let Them Eat

Chaos is a cri de coeur and a call to action, and, both on the page and in

—_— T —— e —— — —

Tempest's electric performance, one of the most powerful poetic

statements of the year.
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terrible indifference to our own fate, but she counters this with a plea to |
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BOB DYLAN

Lyrics: 1962-2012
Bos DyYLAN

A beautiful, comprehensive volume of Dylan’s lyrics, from the beginning of
his career through the present day — with the songwriter’s edits to dozens

of songs, appearing here for the first time.
THE LYRICS

Bob Dylan is one of the most important songwriters of our time,
responsible for modern classics such as ‘Like a Rolling Stone’, ‘Mr
Tambourine Man’, and ‘The Times They Are a-Changin”. The Lyrics is a
comprehensive and definitive collection of Dylan’s most recent writing as
well as the early works that are such an essential part of the canon. Well
known for changing the lyrics to even his best-loved songs, Dylan has edited
dozens of songs for this volume, making The Lyrics a must-read for

everyone from fanatics to casual fans.
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A View FROM THE BRrIDGE
ARTHUR MiLLER

Arthur Miller's play A View from the Bridge is a tragic masterpiece of the

AView
fromrthe Bridge
R community in 1950s New York.

inexorable unravelling of a man, set in a close-knit Italian-American

Eddie Carbone is a longshoreman and a straightforward man, with a strong

wife's cousins, Marco and Rodolfo, straight off the boat from ltaly. But, as
his niece Catherine begins to fall for one of them, it's clear that it's not just,
as Eddie claims, that he's too strange, too ‘sissy’, too careless for her, but
that something bigger, deeper is wrong — and wrong inside Eddie, in a way
he can't face. Something which threatens the happiness of their whole
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sense of decency and of honour. For Eddie, it's a privilege to take in his l|
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family. |
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Tue GLASS MENAGERIE

lennessee TenNessce WILLIAMS
Wiliams

The IOSS. Tennessee Williams's evocation of loneliness and lost love, The Glass

Menggerie,

3 x: % N Menagerie is one of his most powerful and moving plays.

£35 .
pF - Abandoned by her husband, Amanda Wingfield comforts herself with
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recollections of her earlier, more gracious life in Blue Mountain when she ,'
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was pursued by ‘gentleman callers’. Her son Tom, a poet with a job in a
warehouse, longs for adventure and escape from his mother's suffocating
embrace, while Laura, her shy crippled daughter, has her glass menagerie
and her memories. Amanda is desperate to find her daughter a husband,
but when the long-awaited gentleman caller does arrive, Laura's romantic

illusions are crushed.
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OXFORD INGLISH DRAMA
Oscar Wilde

The Importance of Being Earnest
and Other Plays

oX1ORD WORLD'S
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING EARNEST
OscaAr WiLDE

The Importance of Being Earnest is the most renowned of Oscar Wilde's
comedies. It's the story of two bachelors, John ‘fJack’ Worthing and
Algernon ‘Algy’ Moncrieff, who create alter egos named Ernest to escape
their tiresome lives. They attempt to win the hearts of two women who,
conveniently, claim to only love men called Ernest. The pair struggle to keep
up with their own stories and become tangled in a tale of deception,

disguise and misadventure.

A DoLL's House
HenNrik IBSEN

The slamming of the front door at the end of A Doll's House (1879)
shatters the romantic masquerade of the Helmers' marriage. In their
stultifying and infantilised relationship, Nora and Torvald have deceived
themselves and each other both consciously and subconsciously, until Nora
acknowledges the need for individual freedom. A Doll's House is a
masterpiece of theatrical craft which for the first time portrayed the tragic
hypocrisy of Victorian middle-class marriage on stage. The play ushered in a

new social era and "exploded like a bomb into contemporary life".
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WHO's AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF?
EbpwARrRD ALBEE

When middle-aged Martha and her husband George are joined by the

for a night of drunken recriminations and revelations. Battle-lines are drawn
as Martha and George drag their guests into their own private hell of a

|
|
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younger Nick and Honey for late-night drinks after a party, the stage is set \l
|
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|
marriage. {
|
\
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EaQuus
PETER SHAFFER

An explosive play that took critics and audiences by storm, Equus is Peter
Shaffer's exploration of the way modern society has destroyed our ability

EQlJUS to feel passion. Alan Strang is a disturbed youth whose dangerous

PETER SHAFFER

obsession with horses leads him to commit an unspeakable act of violence.

As psychiatrist Martin Dysart struggles to understand the motivation for
Alan's brutality, he is increasingly drawn into Alan's web and eventually I
! forced to question his own sanity. Equus is a timeless classic and a
\ cornerstone of contemporary drama that delves into the darkest recesses

\
,l of human existence.
|
|
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VINTAGE EURIPIDES
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MACBETH
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Shakespeare’s Macbeth is one of the greatest tragic dramas the world has
known. Macbeth himself, a brave warrior, is fatally impelled by supernatural
forces, by his proud wife, and by his own burgeoning ambition. As he
embarks on his murderous course to gain and retain the crown of Scotland,
we see the appalling emotional and psychological effects on both Lady
Macbeth and himself. The cruel ironies of their destiny are conveyed in
poetry of unsurpassed power. In the theatre, this tragedy remains

perennially engrossing.

EuripiDES

Euripides's Medea is one of the most brutally powerful ancient Greek

tragedies that has reverberated down the centuries.

Medea has been betrayed. Her husband jason has left her for a younger
woman, abandoning her as a foreign woman in an alien land that looks on
her with suspicion. He has forgotten all the promises he made and is even
prepared to abandon their two sons. But Medea is not a woman to accept
such disrespect passively. Strong-willed and fiercely intelligent, she turns her
formidable energies to working out the greatest, and most horrifying,

revenge possible...
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Oepipus Rex ,'
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SOPHOCLES

Oedipus Rex unfolds amid a city in the relentless grip of a plague. When an

oracle proclaims that only an act of vengeance will lift the curse from
Thebes, King Oedipus vows to bring the murderer to justice. His quest
engenders a series of keen dramatic ironies, culminating in the fulfilment of

a dreaded prophecy.
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ANTIGONE
SopPHOCLES

‘The gods never move faster than when punishing men with the

consequences of their own actions.’

Desperate to gain control over a city ravaged by civil war, Creon refuses to
bury the body of Antigone's rebellious brothers. Outraged, she defies his

edict. Creon condemns the young woman, his niece, to be buried alive. The

anger the gods: the rotting corpse is polluting the city. Creon hesitates and

his fate is sealed.

Sophocles's great tragic play dramatises the clash between the family and
the city and, with high poetry and deep tragedy, presents an irreconcilable
but equally balanced conflict. Sophoclean heroine Antigone has become a
cultural archetype, the symbol of personal integrity and an icon of political
freedom, whilst her coprotagonist Creon can be interpreted as either a
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people daren't object but the prophet Teiresias warns that this tyranny will |
|
|
|
|
|
|
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civic saviour or a ruthless tyrant. :
|
|
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LoNnc WALK TO FREEDOM
NcLsoN MANDELA

This fluid memoir matches South African President Mandela's stately grace
with wise reflection on his life and the freedom struggle that defined it. ‘In
South Africa,” he notes, ‘a man who tried to fulfill his duty to his people was

inevitably ripped from his family and his home.’

-—_ e TT——_—,—,—,—,ee e —— T T — e ——— —_—

 IF THIS IS A MAN « THE TRUCE
|
|

Ir THis Is A MAN / Tue TRrRucE
PriMo Levi

If This Is a Man is a humanity-filled holocaust memoir
by Italian fewish writer Primo Levi, first published in 1947. It describes his

arrest as a member of the ltalian anti-fascist resistance during the Second

World War, and his incarceration in the Auschwitz concentration camp.

A~ Z 1110

Levi’s voice is deeply affecting: clear, firm and gentle, yet humane and

apparently untouched by anger, bitterness or self-pity.

He is also a messenger of detail, allowing the reader to see and feel matters
of dread and horror: waiting for a deportation order; travelling in a cattle
cart by train; descending a ramp for selection; imagining what it must be like
to know you are about to be gassed and cremated; struggling for survival I

surrounded by people you love and hate. /

"This is hell. Today, in our times, hell must be like this... A huge empty
room with a tap which drips while we cannot drink the water, and we wait
for something which will certainly be terrible, and nothing happens and
nothing continues to happen. What can one think about? One cannot think

any more, it is like being already dead... The time passes drop by drop.’

—_——— e ———— — —_——  — —_——_——— ——— —_——— =
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ANGELA'S ASHES

—_————

FRANK McCourT

Angela, has no money to feed the children since Frank's father, Malachy,

Rl
[ e

rarely works, and when he does he drinks his wages.
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\ Worse than the ordinary miserable childhood is the miserable Irish child.
|
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
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This is a glorious book that bears all the marks of a classic. Frank's mother, |
|
|
|
|
|
|
d
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PAauLA

Qi?iéé/ﬁ
ALLENDE

Paula

IsaBcL ALLENDE

In December 1991, Allende’s daughter Paula, aged 26, fell gravely ill and

hours spent at her bedside, and became a personal memoir and a

testament to the ties that bind families — a brave, enlightening, inspiring true

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
| sank into a coma. This book started as a letter to Paula written during the
|
|
|
|
|
|
| story.

|

|

|

This book was written during the interminable hours the novelist Isabel
Allende spent in the corridors of a Madrid hospital, in her hotel room and
beside her daughter Paula's bed during the summer and autumn of 1992.
Faced with the loss of her child, Isabel Allende turned to storytelling, to
sustain her own spirit and to convey to her daughter the will to wake up,
to survive. The story she tells is that of her own life, her family history and
the tragedy of her nation, Chile, in the years leading up to Pinochet's brutal

military coup.
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My Gemilyene O \l :
Odher Animnale I I
Gerald Durrell i My FAMILY AND OTHER ANIMALS |
| |
- A N [ 1
x% L) I GERALD DURRELL l
: K e { 1
== 1 \ '
[J‘j K “ My Family and Other Animals is the bewitching account of a rare and {
éb ’% 5 ,’ magical childhood on the island of Corfu by treasured British ,'
— Q ; |
W‘// [~ ¢ \ conservationist Gerald Durrell. |'
2 Sl |
¥ e \

Escaping the ills of the British climate, the Durrell family — acne-ridden
Margo, gun-toting Leslie, bookworm Lawrence and budding naturalist
Gerry, along with their long-suffering mother and Roger the dog — take off
for the island of Corfu.

But the Durrells find that, reluctantly, they must share their various villas

bats and butterflies.

Recounted with immense humour and charm, My Family and Other

|
|
|
|
|
\
|
|
with a menagerie of local fauna — among them scorpions, geckos, toads, I
I
|
|
|
|
|
Animals is a wonderful account of a rare, magical childhood. Il

|

|
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Hitcu-22: A MeMoir ,'
|
CHRISTOPHER HITCHENS

Over the course of his 60 years, Christopher Hitchens has been a citizen of
both the United States and the United Kingdom. He has been both a
socialist opposed to the war in Vietnam and a supporter of the US war

against Islamic extremism in Iraq.

dangerous places and a legendary bon vivant with an unquenchable thirst
for alcohol and literature. He is a fervent atheist, raised as a Christian, by a

mother whose Jewish heritage was not revealed to him until her suicide.

In other words, Christopher Hitchens contains multitudes. He sees all sides
of an argument. And he believes the personal is political. This is the story of

|
|
)
|
\
|
|
|
|
\
\
|
)
He has been both a foreign correspondent in some of the world's most {
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
his life, lived large. {
|
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SeveN Bricr LESSONS ON PHYsICS

CARLO ROVELLI

——— ——— — —

place in the world in seven enlightening lessons \

These seven short lessons guide us, with simplicity and clarity, through the

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
Il Everything you need to know about modern physics, the universe and our
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|

scientific revolution that shook physics in the twentieth century and still
continues to shake us today. In this mind-bending overview of modern
physics, Carlo Rovelli explains Einstein's theory of general relativity,
quantum mechanics, black holes, the complex architecture of the universe,
elementary particles, gravity, and the nature of the mind. Not since Richard
Feynman's celebrated Six Easy Pieces has physics been so vividly, intelligently

and entertainingly revealed.

HELEN CZERSKI
Adps -

nd universatay of
infactous’

Phpss...C

ORI

|

|

i A STORMIN A Teacup
] |
B INAST Y [
. TEACUP } ‘

HeLeNn Czerski

‘Our world is full of patterns. If you pour milk into your tea and give it a
stir, you'll see a swirl, a spiral of two fluids, before the two liquids mix
completely. The same pattern is found elsewhere too. Look down on the

Earth from space, and you'll find similar swirls in the clouds, made where

In Storm in a Teacup, Helen Czerski links the little things we see every day
with the big world we live in. Each chapter begins with something small —
popcorn, coffee stains, refrigerator magnets — and uses it to explain some of

I

/

|

\

|

|

|

|

|

|| warm air and cold air waltz.’
|

|

|

|

|

|

|

|
I\ the most important science and technology of our time.

| This is physics as the toolbox of science — a toolbox we need in order to
| make sense of what is around us and arrive at decisions about the future,
from medical advances to solving our future energy needs. It is also physics

\
|
" as the toy box of science: physics as fun, as never before.
|
|
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, ety
A Life on ! [
Our Planet 1 Lire ON Our PLANET: MY WITNESS STATEMENT {
.\ly\\'i(ﬂnfss szcmc?( :mzf \
| AND A VISION FOR THE FUTURE 1
David | (
Attenborough | DAVID ATTENBOROUGH }
! I
\
| See the world. Then make it better. {
I I
f 'T'am 93. I've had an extraordinary life. It's only now that | appreciate how "
} extraordinary. l\
! |
ll As a young man, | felt | was out there in the wild, experiencing the I'
‘\ untouched natural world — but it was an illusion. The tragedy of our time '\
|
I has been happening all around us, barely noticeable from day to day — the ,'
|
: loss of our planet's wild places, its biodiversity. |'
|
: I have been witness to this decline. A Life on Our Planet is my witness }
|
| statement, and my vision for the future. It is the story of how we came to ,'
' l
ll make this, our greatest mistake — and how, if we act now, we can yet put it |
|
‘\ right. ,l
|
,I We have one final chance to create the perfect home for ourselves and |'
\
II restore the wonderful world we inherited. }
|
I All we need is the will to do so.’ ,'
! |
|
| 3
Tt T T T T T Tt TTT T T T T T T T T T
: |
i THis CHANGES EVIRYTHING ,’
' \
|
Il NAoMi KLEIN }
|
| I
O R s e v, ll Naomi Klein's international bestseller This Changes Everything is a must- \l
lbmcszcuqusumin({
%ﬁ%‘w \\ read on our future, one of the defining and most hopeful books of this era. "
|| I [
|
0 I\ Forget everything you think you know about global warming. It's not about :
|
} carbon — it's about capitalism. The good news is that we can seize this crisis |
|
l’ to transform our failed economic system and build something radically ll
} better. "
{ [
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THe EARTH AND |
James LoveLock ET AL.

Human beings are extraordinary creatures. Intelligent, agile, and curious, we
have adapted and invented our way to becoming the most important
species on the planet. So great is the extent of our influence, that many
speak of a new geological era, the Anthropocene, an age defined by human-

induced change to the blue and green globe we call home.

Our lofty status comes with responsibility as much as possibility: how
should we approach our present and future! What knowledge should we
carry with us? Conceived by James Lovelock, inventor of the Gaia theory,
this illustrated essay collection brings together an all-star line-up of thinkers
and scientists to offer essential understanding about who we are, how we

live, and where we might be going.

Much as the Gaia theory considers our earth as an integrated whole of
living systems, The Earth and | encourages holistic understanding. Across 12
chapters, we take in both the intricate details and immense structures of
our species and our planet, from our ever-expanding universe to our
minuscule but mighty cells. We see stellar explosions and the layers of life
beneath our feet, delve into the neuroscience of decision-making, get to
grips with our climate, and contemplate our increasing intimacy with

technology.

The book’s world-class contributors include quantum physicist Lisa Randall,
Astronomer Royal Martin Rees, Pulitzer Prize-winning biologist Edward O
Wilson, and Nobel Prize-winning neuroscientist Eric Kandel. With lively
illustrations from British artist Jack Hudson, the result is an inspiration for

|
|
|
|
curious minds young and old, and a trusted tool kit for an informed and ,’
enlightened future. :
|
\
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THe ScrrisH GENE
RicHArRD DAWKINS

As influential today as when it was first published, The Selfish Gene has
become a classic exposition of evolutionary thought. Professor Dawkins
articulates a gene's eye view of evolution — a view giving centre stage to
these persistent units of information, and in which organisms can be seen as
vehicles for their replication. This imaginative, powerful, and stylistically
brilliant work not only brought the insights of Neo-Darwinism to a wide
audience, but galvanised the biology community, generating much debate
and stimulating whole new areas of research. Forty years later, its insights

remain as relevant today as on the day it was published.
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THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH
RicHARD DAWKINS

Richard Dawkins revolutionised the way we see natural selection in the
seminal bestseller The Selfish Gene. Now, he launches a fierce
counterattack against proponents of "Intelligent Design" in The Greatest

Show on Earth.

“Intelligent Design" is being taught in our schools; educators are being asked

to "teach the controversy” behind evolutionary theory. There is no

living examples of natural selection to clues in the fossil record; from
natural clocks that mark the vast epochs wherein evolution ran its course
to the intricacies of developing embryos; from plate tectonics to molecular
genetics — to make the airtight case that "we find ourselves perched on one
tiny twig in the midst of a blossoming and flourishing tree of life and it is no
accident, but the direct consequence of evolution by non-random
selection”. His unjaded passion for the natural world turns what might have
been a negative argument, exposing the absurdities of the creationist
position, into a positive offering to the reader: nothing less than a master’s
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controversy. Dawkins sifts through rich layers of scientific evidence — from |
|
|
|
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|
|
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vision of life, in all its splendour. I
|
|
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WHAT IS LIFE?

\/ |
UNDERSTAIND

BIOLO|GY/IN

FIVENSTEPS

FROM NOBEL PRIZE WINNER

PAUL NURSE

UTOPIA
FOR
REALISTS

-

¥ g
RUTGER BREGMAN
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WHuAT Is Lire? UNDERSTAND BioLoaGy IN Five
StEps

PauL NuURrsE

Life is all around us, abundant and diverse, it is extraordinary. But what

does it actually mean to be alive?

Nobel prize-winner Paul Nurse has spent his career revealing how living
cells work. In this book, he takes up the challenge of defining life in a

way that every reader can understand.

It is a shared journey of discovery; step by step he illuminates five great
ideas that underpin biology. He traces the roots of his own curiosity and
knowledge to reveal how science works, both now and in the past. Using
his personal experiences, in and out of the lab, he shares with us the

challenges, the lucky breaks, and the thrilling eureka moments of discovery.

To survive the challenges that face the human race today — from climate
change, to pandemics, loss of biodiversity and food security — it is vital

that we all understand what life is.

UTOPIA FOR REALISTS
RUuTGER BREGMAN

In Utopia for Realists, Rutger Bregman shows that we can construct a
society with visionary ideas that are, in fact, wholly implementable. Every
milestone of civilization — from the end of slavery to the beginning of
democracy — was once considered a utopian fantasy. New utopian ideas
such as universal basic income and a fifteen-hour work week can become

reality in our lifetime.

From a Canadian city that once completely eradicated poverty, to Richard
Nixon's near implementation of a basic income for millions of Americans,
Bregman takes us on a journey through history, beyond the traditional left-

right divides, as he introduces ideas whose time has come.
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

SAPIENS
Yuval Noah Harari
YuvaL NoAH HARARI

.
Sapiens

From a renowned historian comes a groundbreaking narrative of humanity’s

A Brief creation and evolution that explores the ways in which biology and history
History of have defined us and enhanced our understanding of what it means to be
Humankind

i 1
‘human.
I TOHTIITSTITTITT O

One hundred thousand years ago, at least six different species of humans
inhabited Earth. Yet today there is only one — homo sapiens. What
happened to the others? And what may happen to us?

Most books about the history of humanity pursue either a historical or a
biological approach, but Yuval Noah Harari breaks the mould with this
highly original book that begins about 70,000 years ago with the appearance
of modern cognition. From examining the role evolving humans have played
in the global ecosystem to charting the rise of empires, Sapiens integrates
history and science to reconsider accepted narratives, connect past
developments with contemporary concerns, and examine specific events

within the context of larger ideas.

Harari also compels us to look ahead, because over the last few decades
humans have begun to bend laws of natural selection that have governed life
for the past four billion years. We are acquiring the ability to design not
only the world around us, but also ourselves. Where is this leading us, and

what do we want to become?

T —_—— T T — e —— T T
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THE SUNDAY TIMES TOP TEN BESTSELLER

THE
SCHOOL
OF LIFE

Tue ScHooL of Lire: AN EMOTIONAL EDUCATION

AN EMOTIONAL EDUCATION The essential guide to how to live wisely and well in the twenty-first

ALAIN DE BOTTON

and The School of Life

|

|

|

|

|

| ALAIN DE BOTTON
|

|

|

|

} century — from Alain de Botton, the bestselling author of The Consolations
|

of Philosophy, The Art of Travel and The Course of Love.

This is a book about everything you were never taught at school. It's about
how to understand your emotions, find and sustain love, succeed in your
career, fail well and overcome shame and guilt. It's also about letting go of
the myth of a perfect life in order to achieve genuine emotional maturity.
Written in an accessible, warm and humane style, The School of Life is the

ultimate guide to the emotionally fulfilled lives we all long for — and deserve.

This book brings together ten years of essential and transformative

research on emotional intelligence, with practical topics including:

4l how to understand yourself

4l how to master the dilemmas of relationships
4l how to become more effective at work

4l how to endure failure

4l how to grow more serene and resilient
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Notes oN A Ncrvous PLANET
MATT HAIG

A follow-up to Matt Haig's internationally bestselling memoir, Reasons to
PJ‘W ET Stay Alive, a broader look at how modern life feeds our anxiety, and how

/\/\O tt H a |9 to live a better life.

The societies we live in are increasingly making our minds ill, making it feel
as though the way we live is engineered to make us unhappy. When Matt
Haig developed panic disorder, anxiety, and depression as an adult, it took
him a long time to work out the ways the external world could impact his
mental health in both positive and negative ways. Notes on a Nervous
Planet collects his observations, taking a look at how the various social,
commercial and technological "advancements" that have created the world
we now live in can actually hinder our happiness. Haig examines everything
from broader phenomena like inequality, social media, and the news; to
things closer to our daily lives, like how we sleep, how we exercise, and

even the distinction we draw between our minds and our bodies.
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i A History ofF THE WORLD IN 10O OsjecTs |
|

I \

! Neie McGrecor !

| |

l‘ From the very first hand axe to the ubiquitous credit card, each item has a ,I

\\ story to tell; together they relate the larger history of mankind — revealing \\

i | |

o ] who we are by looking at what we have made. ll
= |

|
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E. H.
GOMBRICH A LittLe HisTory oF THE WORLD
ALEFTLE
HISTOR ERNST GOMBRICH
= j - Of 4{& :‘ 2,
THE WORLD In forty concise chapters, the author tells the story of mankind from the

wars and conquests, grand works of art, and the spread and limitations of

science. This is a text dominated not by dates and facts, but by the sweep
of mankind's experience across the centuries, a guide to humanity's

|
|
|
|
\
|
!
|
\
\
|
stone age to the atomic bomb. In between emerges a colourful picture of l’
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
achievements and an acute witness to its frailties. :

|
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S Bill

ryson
A Short History of
Nearly Everything

A SHORT HisTORY OF NEARLY EVERYTHING

BiLL BRYSON

A Short History of Nearly Everything is Bill Bryson's fascinating and
humorous quest to understand everything that has happened from the Big
Bang to the rise of civilisation. He takes subjects that normally bore the

pants off most of us, like geology, chemistry, and particle physics, and aims

to render them comprehensible to people who have never thought they
could be interested in science. In the company of some extraordinary
scientists, Bill Bryson reveals the world in a way most of us have never seen

it before.
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GERMANY: MEMORIES OF A NATION
NeiL McGRreGOR

\ This book explores the complex and disjointed history of one of Europe's
foremost powers by looking at historical artifacts. MacGregor argues that

"uniquely for any European country, no coherent, over-arching narrative of

Germany's history can be constructed".
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A Concise History of
GREECE

Richard Clogg

A6 L\
- Biography ofa

" Modern Nation

A ConNcise History or GREECE
Ricuarp CLOGG

This book provides a concise, illustrated introduction to the modern history
of Greece, from the first stirrings of the national movement in the late
eighteenth century to the present day. The recent economic crisis has
marked a turning point in the country's history. This third edition includes a
new final chapter, which analyses contemporary political, economic and

social developments.
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,t GRreece: BIoOGRAPHY OF A MODERN NATION
|
" Ropbctrick BeATON

\

We think we know ancient Greece, the civilisation that shares the same
name and gave us just about everything that defines ‘western' culture today,
in the arts, sciences, social sciences and politics. Yet, as Greece has been
brought under repeated scrutiny during the financial crises that have
convulsed the country since 2010, worldwide coverage has revealed just
how poorly we grasp the modern nation. This book sets out to understand

the modern Greeks on their own terms. How did Greece come to be so

define an identity for themselves that is at once Greek and modern? This

—_— e — o —— e — — ——— e ——— e —

book reveals the remarkable achievement, during the last 300 years, of

—_——

building a modern nation on, sometimes literally, the ruins of a vanished
civilisation. This is the story of the Greek nation-state but also, and perhaps

more fundamentally, of the collective identity that goes with it. It is not only
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\\ powerfully attached to the legacy of the ancients in the first place, and then
|
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: arts, of people and of ideas.
|
|
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a history of events and high politics — it is also a history of culture, of the ,'
|
|
|
|
\
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BILL BRYSON '
Wﬁmﬁ NOTES FROM A SMALL ISLAND
gﬂ%ﬁ%{ﬁ%@L BiLL BRYSON

‘Picture an attempted bank heist ending with the would-be robber leaving

empty-handed after being told to “bugger off”’ by customers.’

This book highlights some of Bryson's thoughts about the people, culture
and geography of the United Kingdom.

T T T T e
| |
i NeciTHer Here NoR THERE !
|
| \
: BiLL BrRYsoN |
| |
|
‘\ Bill Bryson brings his unique brand of humour to bear on Europe as he |
|
,' shoulders his backpack, keeps a tight hold on his wallet, and journeys from 'I
|
\ Hammerfest, the northernmost town on the continent, to Istanbul on the ,'
\
I' cusp of Asia. {
| |
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| |
THE GREEK ISLANDS ! Tue GREEK ISLANDS {
| \
| LAWRENCE DURRELL ,'
| I
| \
[ As every reader of Durrell knows, his writing is steeped in the living )\
\
,l experience of the Mediterranean, and especially the islands of Greece. This "
‘ captivating and highly unusual text, originally conceived as a picture book
\, and now reset in paperback format, weaves together evocative descriptions, ,'
| ) . . |
I history and myth with Durrell's personal reminiscences. No traveller to |
\ |
’l Greece or admirer of Durrell’s writing gifts should miss it. II
I |
b e !
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His For HAwk
HeLeN MACDONALD

H is for Hawk is a powerful and profound mediation on grief expressed

through the trials of training a goshawk.

As a child, Helen Macdonald was determined to become a falconer, learning

IZAY'I(G"U‘TK‘I’,' : I

the arcane terminology and reading all the classic books. Years later, when

with the idea of training her own goshawk. She bought Mabel for £800 on a
Scottish quayside and took her home to Cambridge, ready to embark on

the long, strange business of trying to train this wildest of animals.

H is for Hawk is an unflinchingly honest account of Macdonald's struggle
with grief during the difficult process of the hawk's taming and her own
untaming. This is a book about memory, nature and nation, and how it
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her father died and she was struck deeply by grief, she became obsessed :
\
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
)
|
\
|
|
|
|
might be possible to reconcile death with life and love. Il
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MOUNTAINS OF THE MIND

RICHARD MACFARLANE

their summits in the name of national pride. In this ground-breaking, classic

work, Robert Macfarlane takes us up into the mountains: to experience
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them to commune with the sublime. Soon, we were racing to conquer "
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their shattering beauty, the fear and risk of adventure, and to explore the |
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I Once we thought monsters lived there. In the Enlightenment we scaled
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I strange impulses that have for centuries led us to the world's highest places.
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~CaRLETEE
2 for the real world

SCARLETEEN.COM

seX ¢ ensive, Supportive Your one-stop shop for everything related to sex, sexuality,
3 . mpre ensive,
12;1;(3‘};&101?\{ :\)nd RELATIONSHIPS relationships, birth control, and a whole bunch else besides

info for teens and emerging adults

accurate, and non-judgemental information. Extremely
detailed, comprehensive, tolerant of all sexual persuasions,

will never treat anyone or any question as stupid, and

|
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
that aims to provide you with the most up-to-date, \\
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l’ written by experienced sex counsellors and sex therapists.
Similar to Scarleteen though less ‘
mind-bogglingly ~ comprehensive:
lots of great info on birth control

and useful feature articles too.
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THE HTTPS://WWW.THESCHOOLOFLIFE.COM/ THEBOOKOFLIFE/ {
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scHOOL The School of Life is an organisation built to help us find calm, self- |

OF LIFE understanding, resilience and connection — especially during

troubled times.

We place emphasis on the need to understand ourselves better, so
that we can secure serenity and make optimally reliable decisions,

particularly around love and work.

Our ideas are divided into six key topics, that together contribute

to the calmer, more resilient and self-aware lives we deserve.

Discover our philosophy of life in our more than 500 videos and
our library of books — but we have also summarised our core
beliefs in 8 key rules, which you can read about or watch on our

website.
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BRAINPICKINGS.ORG

A lovingly curated archive of articles and features focusing on writers and their literary works in
particular, though the website’s interests run the gamut of many topics in psychology, philosophy,
art, history, and general culture as well. Thousands of fascinating articles providing a glimpse into

daring, original, and startling creative minds and the works they gifted to the world.

but Nature move.”
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MONBIOT.COM

As an investigative journalist and self-described "professional
troublemaker,” George Monbiot uncovers the complicated

truths behind the world's most persistent problems.

As a young man, Monbiot spent six years working as an
investigative journalist in West Papua, Brazil and East Africa,
during which time he was shot at, shipwrecked, beaten up, stung
into a poisoned coma by hornets, became lost for days in a
rainforest (where he ate rats and insects to avert starvation) and
(incorrectly) pronounced clinically dead in a hospital in northern
Kenya. Today, he leads a less adventurous life as an author,

columnist for the Guardian and environmental campaigner.

His prolific and in-depth writing runs the gamut of social and
environmental issues, his deep passion for the natural world in
particular forming the mainstay of his journalistic vocation. An
impassioned, sincere, and necessary voice for our times,
Monbiot chronicles and excoriates our depredations whilst

looking to a future of sanity, perseverance, and hope.
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THIS IS YOUR L I F E
DO WHAT YOU LOVE,
AND DO IT OFTEN. ®
8 IF YOU DON T ];IKE SOMETHING, CHANGE IT.
ik IF YOU DON T LIKE YOUR JOB, QUIT.
T IF YOU DON'T HAVE ENOUGH TIME, STOP WATCHING TV.

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THE LOVE OF YOUR LIFE, STOP;
THEY WILL BE WAITING FOR YOU WHEN YOU

START DOING THINGS YOU LOVE.

STOP OVER ANALYZING, {2t s s,

LIFE IS SIMPLE. EVERY LAST BITE.

OPEN YOUR MIND, ARMS, AND HEART TO NEW THINGS
AND PEOPLE, WE ARE UNITED IN OUR DIFFERENCES.
ASK THE NEXT PERSON YOU SEE WHAT THEIR PASSION IS,
AND SHARE YOUR INSPIRING DREAM WITH THEM.

* GETTING LOST WILL
TRAVEL OFTEN/ HELP YOU FIND YOURSELF.
SOME OPPORTUNITIES ONLY COME ONCE, SEIZE THEM. i

LIFE IS ABOUT THE PEOPLE YOU MEET, AND
THE THINGS YOU CREATE WITH THEM

SO GO OUT AND START CREATING.
LIFE I LIVE YOUR DREAM

AND SHARE
SHORT. YOUR pASSION,
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